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Riparian Zones 

A Crucial Part of Land Stewardship


By Randy Evans and Donna McCollum


	 Each of us can probably recount in detail a meaningful 
visit to a stream. Maybe it was to fish, to listen to the sound 
of the water flowing over rocks or birds singing, to turn over 
rocks and catch crayfish, or watch a family of ducks play in 
quiet pool or a fawn silently slip down for a cool drink. Per-
haps we were using it for transportation, for swimming, or 
throwing a stick for our dog to retrieve. We, like all species, 
are naturally drawn to the water. These surface waters are 
the key to all life. They help recharge our aquifers, irrigate 
our fields, water livestock, provide clean energy, and provide 
a source of food. Scientists explore space for any sign of 
water, not infrastructure, to indicate life may have existed 
there. Access to clean water is important to every species on earth but for some reason we, as humans, tend to ig-
nore the most important feature ensuring these waters remain clean…riparian zones.


	Riparian corridors are the strips of land that border 
rivers, streams, and other water bodies. They pro-
vide a buffer between human activities and the water 
body, helping to filter pollutants and nutrients that 
could otherwise enter the water and harm aquatic 
life. These buffer areas can help to mitigate the ef-
fects of flooding and other natural disasters. Vegeta-
tion along the water's edge helps to slow down and 
absorb water, reducing the likelihood of flash flood-
ing and erosion events which cause sedimentation, 
introduce contamination, and reduce water clarity. 
Riparian zones also help to protect nearby communi-
ties by providing a natural barrier against floodwa-
ters.

	They are also critical habitats for a wide range of 
flora and fauna and play a vital role in maintaining 
that biodiversity. These corridors provide essential 
resources and shelter for a variety of species as well 
as important pathways for their movement. They are 











Riparian habitats in Butler County

Four-Mile Creek in Butler County
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It is Not Only an Easement; It is Habitat!

	 Over the many years I have been involved with easements on my own properties, 

one of the most important lessons I have learned is the value of creating, or in some cas-
es, re-creating habitat.  Unlike most of the Staff and Board members of Three Valley, I 
have a limited science background.  But with the assistance of scientists and ecologists, I 
have been able to better understand the value of habitat to the well-being of plant, ani-
mal, and human life.  Once I understood its value and opportunities for nurturing such, I 
have become a real zealot for promoting habi-
tat.  


To me, the most exciting example of 
habitat restoration can be seen with the prolif-
eration of the bald eagle in Ohio.  By the late 

1970s, Ohio had only four nesting pairs of bald eagles.  Today, the Ohio De-
partment of Natural Resources’ most recent count indicates there are 824 
nesting pairs of eagles in the state.  In fact, there are over 20 nesting pairs 
in the counties in which we have easements.  This is not a coincidence.  
Obviously, the banning of DDT has had a huge impact in their comeback.  
But habitat restoration has had much to do with this wonderful proliferation 
of the nation’s symbol.  I am aware of at least one eagle nest on an ease-
ment in Preble County.  It would not shock me that we have others.  But the 
key point is that our easements provide either permanent or temporary habi-
tat for these great birds…and you as landowners and members are support-
ing such habitat!  

	 We at Three Valley are not only called to create easements, but we also 
strive to improve both the habitat and biodiversity of our protected properties.  I believe there are times we as Staff, 
Board members, landowners, and supporters only think we are “conserving land.” We are doing much more than that.  
We are conserving and restoring habitat for the fundamental species of plants, animals, and birdlife that make our plan-
et tick.  We would be failing our landowners and supporters if we only established easements and then walked away.  
Our mission is to not only establish easements, but to monitor and enhance them for the benefit of our landowners, 
members, and our neighbors in southwestern Ohio.  Our lives can only flourish when our local environment flourishes…
and our landowners and members are critical to fulfilling our mission.  

	 You as a landowner, member, or supporter of Three Valley Conservation Trust should be recognized for the role you 
are playing in habitat conservation and restoration.  Generations to come will look back at you with a sense of great ap-
preciation for the legacy of land and habitat that you have left for them and their future generations.  Your Board and 
Staff are riveted to these endeavors every day of our lives.

Tom Vogel, Board Chair

continued from page 1

Riparian Zones: A Crucial Part of Land Stewardship


	 They also play an important role in regulating the local climate by reducing the impacts of wind and solar radiation. 
For example, many fish species require cool, clear water found in streams and rivers for their survival. Similarly, am-
phibians like frogs and salamanders depend on the moist, shaded environment provided by riparian vegetation for their 
reproduction and survival. The complex network of vegetation in these corridors provides a range of microhabitats that 
support a diversity of life forms.

	 Overall, riparian zones play a crucial role in maintaining the health and ecological integrity of all water bodies in 
Southwest Ohio. Despite all the services they provide, riparian corridors are facing a range of threats, including habitat 
fragmentation, invasive species, water pollution, and climate change. It is therefore important that we prioritize conser-
vation efforts to protect these important ecosystems and ensure their long-term sustainability. By preserving riparian 
corridors, we can not only protect biodiversity but also safeguard the critical services and values they provide to society.

	 To learn more about the resources available to establish, protect, and maintain healthy riparian zones, please con-
tact Three Valley Conservation Trust. To view a riparian zone undergoing restoration, please visit the Three Valley Rud-
er Preserve in Oxford, Ohio. We would love to provide a tour and discuss our mutual interest in conserving these essen-
tial habitats.
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 In Southwest Ohio, we are experiencing two trends that threaten our quality of life 
and our future. First, climate change is affecting every ecosystem with unpredictable precipitation patterns leading to 
more frequent and intense storms. This can cause flooding and erosion, which can damage habitats and alter the distri-
bution of plants and animals. Climate change also alters seasonal events, such as the timing of migration, flowering, 
and leafing out of trees. These changes disrupt the delicate balance between species and affect the availability of food 
for animals and people. Second, we are seeing a sustained push for development, which is making land protection 
more difficult and expensive. Both trends threaten our Three Valley mission but more importantly, the very ecosystems 
that provide us with clean water, clean air, and healthy soil. What we choose to do with these lands really matters, 
maybe not always immediately to us, but certainly to the generations that come after us.  
 For Three Valley, these trends highlight an urgent need to protect more land but also increase our efforts to help 
steward our permanently protected lands. In response, we are deliberately, but slowly building up our organizational 
capacity in land stewardship, conservation, development, and communications. While we are making the strategic deci-
sion to broaden the organization’s mission to include better stewardship of our properties, we also want to connect 
more deeply with our community to raise awareness and ensure they have effective tools for their conservation work. 
You will read about many of these efforts throughout the pages of our spring newsletter and we hope they inspire your 
continued organizational support. Your membership, advocacy, and donations are the only way to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of our impact and our legacy as a conservation land trust.  

Our goal, in the end, is to become the organization our community needs us to be. And while we can’t know exactly 
what the future holds, one thing is clear: if we don’t address these trending issues now, we will never know what could 
have been accomplished or the consequences for our ever-more-fragile environment. Now is the time for Three Valley 
to take a leadership role in the community — but we need your help. Please join us in the important work ahead as we 
continue to conserve and protect the lands that make Southwest Ohio such a special place to live, work, and play. 

Semper Gratus, 

Randy

Executive Director’s Report


By Randy Evans

Executive Director

Welcome Madison Perry, Stewardship Technician

	 Madison Perry began working for TVCT in January. She graduated from Miami University, 
where she studied Geography and Sustainable Development and Geographic Information 
Sciences. She is ready and eager to make her mark on preserving Southwest Ohio’s natural 
areas and creating a greener future. When she’s not in the field monitoring, or completing 
reports, she has been working on map creation, database management, and facilitating the 
transfer of data to a new platform to store all the monitoring information. 

	 She is passionate about the mission of Three Valley, protecting our natural world, and 
connecting with landowners and Three Valley members. 
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Land Protection and Stewardship

by Caitlin Brown, Stewardship Manager


Protecting Land:

Since our last newsletter, Three Valley has closed two donated easements in Butler County, bringing us to 220 ease-
ments (24,654 acres) across seven counties. In addition, we currently have five pending easements totaling 568.73 
acres, which will bring us to the achievement of protecting over 25,000 acres. Protecting this land would not be possible 
without the help of our partners; Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA), Natural Resources Conservation Services 
(NRCS), Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the Fernald Preserve Trustee Council.


Soil Health Initiative:


It is important to Three Valley to support landowners in enhancing the conservation value of their properties. That is why 
we are excited for the opportunity to continue to develop our Crop and Soil Health (CASH) program thanks to an addi-
tional $10,000 grant provided by Land Trust Alliance (LTA). Our Stewardship Team created a soil health survey that was 
mailed to our current agricultural landowners to get a better understanding of current farming practices and what re-
sources our farmers are utilizing. All landowners that responded were placed in the running for a $500 micro-grant to be 
used towards the purchase of cover crop seeds. The $500 micro-grant was awarded to Ernst Schlichter at the 2022 An-
nual Meeting. As we continue to develop our CASH program, we plan to have a soil health resource page on our web-
site, develop additional case study sites, provide additional grants to help offset the cost of integrating regenerative 
agricultural practices, and to continue to build partnerships that will allow us to better support our farmers. 

The first conservation easement of 2023 was Rebecca 
Evans’ 75 acre farm located in Oxford, Ohio. Rebecca 
grew up on the property, which she has named Daffodil 
Hill Farm and Preserve due to the abundance of daffodils 
that can be found throughout the property. The property 
is comprised of roughly 24 acres of tillable land, 47 acres 
of forested/natural areas, and over 15,000 feet of blue-
line streams.

Daffodil Hill Farm and Preserve

Our last conservation easement of 2022 was a 3.04 acre 
mitigation wetland owned by the Molson Coors Beverage 
Company. In 2022, the Ohio EPA released the project to 
proceed toward the final mitigation step, permanent pro-
tection. This exciting new relationship allows TVCT to 
utilize its knowledge of wetland ecosystems to aid Mol-
son Coors in the maintenance of the wetland site.

Molson Coors Trenton Brewery Wetlands

Upper Twin Creek Nine-Element NPS-IS Plans

On April 20, 2023, Three Valley Conservation Trust (TVCT) hosted a public meeting with various stakeholders to intro-
duce the three Ohio EPA funded Non-Point Source Implementation Strategy (NPS-IS) nine-element plans in the Head-
waters Twin, Millers Fork, and Swamp creek watersheds. TVCT is the sponsor of these plans, following the success of 
three previous approved plans (Paddy’s Run, Howard Creek-Dry Fork and Beals Run-Indian Creek). Approximately 30 
landowners, partner agency employees, and other stakeholders attended the Lewisburg public meeting and participated 
in a lively discussion about water challenges in the area. Participants heard an introduction to the NPS-IS planning 
process and provided input -- and some also invited partners to visit their properties to view the problems they are fac-
ing. These visits, along with the Agriculture Conversation Planning Framework GIS work, will occur over the next few 
months, as well as finishing up data research for the three watersheds. Stay tuned to the plans’ progress by visiting 
https://www.3vct.org/events-activities-news
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New Life for a Remnant Wetland – A Brief History

by Jeff Davis


	 Prior to my life as a consultant biologist, I was a high school science teacher. My favorite course to teach was Zool-
ogy and in that course my favorite topic was amphibians. One of the labs in the course was “Local Amphibian I.D.” Stu-
dents used copies of ODNR’s Amphibians of Ohio Field Guide as they circulated around the room identifying species 

of live salamanders, frogs, and toads held in containers on the lab tables. 
Several species of frogs and salamanders lived in my classroom, but I had to 
collect some to reach the 20 or so species for the lab and subsequent test (the 
animals were returned after we borrowed them). A particularly reliable collec-
tion site was a small ephemeral wetland at the intersection of Morgan Ross 
Rd. and State Route 126 near Shandon. To most it would look like a wet de-
pression at the corner of a corn field. According to my field notes from 1996 
until I retired in 2017, there were Cope’s Gray Treefrogs, Spring Peepers, 
Blanchard’s Cricket Frogs, American and Fowler’s Toads, Northern Leopard 
Frogs, and Green Frogs using the tiny vestige of a wetland as a breeding site.

	 Fast forward to 2019. Three Valley 
Conservation Trust contracted with me 
to do amphibian and reptile surveys on 
the properties protected as part of the 
Paddys Run Conservation Project, an 
effort to protect properties in the Pad-

dys Run Drainage. Little did I know, until I saw the property map, that the little 
wetland I had visited so many times was among those properties. The 
landowner, Stanley Henshaw who now lives in Virginia, grew up in Cincinnati 
but spent time on the farm (his family’s retreat) as a child. One day, when Stan-
ley was in town, I shared my history with the wetland. He explained that he had 
inquired about having it drained but it wasn’t possible because it would require 
installing drainage under State Route 126. I told him how pleased the frogs and 
I were that he couldn’t drain it! Eventually, I shared the story with Randy Evans 

and Tom Schneider. Tom is the Ohio EPA administra-
tor who worked with 3VCT on the Paddys Run Project.

	 After a couple of years of applying for grants and permits, planning for wetland restoration, 
and a global pandemic, an agreement was reached between 3VCT and the landowner to not 
only preserve the little wetland I had visited so many times, but to turn the entire 8-acre par-
cel, which we now endearingly call “Henshaw’s Corner,” into a wetland preserve.  It’s not 
huge, but on April 24th ground-breaking occured on what will provide amphibian breeding 
habitat that is farther away from the road than the remnant wetland that is currently there and 
it won’t be as susceptible to drying up during drought years. Local amphibian populations will 
benefit from the vast improvement to breeding habitat!


A remnant wetland in neighboring Warren County I’ve visited annually for 20 years is used 
by the same frog and toad species as the one at Henshaw’s Corner plus four species of Am-
bystoma salamanders.  I have found all four of these salamanders within ½ to ¾ of a mile of

Henshaw’s Corner (on other 3VCT protected properties). Sadly, the wetland in Warren County is about to be lost to de-
velopment but as a result the efforts of 3VCT, Henshaw’s Corner will not be lost, but will provide important amphibian 
breeding habitat that will outlive us all. And with any luck, those four salamander species will find it.

This American Toad was crossing Morgan 
Ross Road on March 19, 2020 on its way to 
look for a mate in the ephemeral wetland at 
Henshaw’s corner.

These Cope’s Gray Treefrog tadpoles 
hatched from eggs deposited in the 
ephemeral wetland at Henshaw’s Corner. 

Jeff Davis and Tom Schnei-
der (OEPA administrator)

Shelby Croft (OEPA chief of staff) and Stanley Henshaw at 
Henshaw Wetland Ceremony

“Drivers” of the Henshaw Wetland project: Caitlin Brown, Laura Hafer, 
Tom Schneider, Randy Evans, Eric Hollins, and Steve Gordon.



6

	 It is easy for the average person to become 
discouraged when it comes to saving the envi-
ronment.  Just in the last few months there have 
been train derailments, fires, and explosions 
leaving lasting damage on our planet.  Without 
deep pockets or large swathes of property, we 
can be left asking,        “What can I do that could 
make an impact?”

	 This past July, the beloved monarch butter-
fly officially became listed as endangered by the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature. 
Habitats and milkweeds are being replaced with 
lawns and pesticides, subdivisions and shop-
ping centers. Pollinators are the first to feel the 
destruction.  A decline in pollinators can disrupt 
an entire ecosystem.  People and wildlife suffer 
the loss. 

Motivated to save the pollinators and fueled by 
the desire to create a conservation community 
mindset, Three Valley Conservation Trust 
launched the Seed Library and Stewardship 
initiative. Small libraries, similar to those of the 
Little Free Library movement, will be filled with 
free pollinator-friendly seeds and placed in ar-
eas throughout the county to encourage people 
to establish pollinator friendly yards and gar-
dens. Each library will be closely monitored and 
stocked with the goal of having each library 
adopted by a resident or group for long term 
stewardship.  Information on the seeds and their 

care will be included.  Seed libraries will be located in pub-
lic places like parks and community centers. Ruder Pre-
serve will be home to the first completed seed library.  

	  The Seed Library and Stewardship project is supported 
by a $20,000 Christine Humphreys Impact Grant from the 
Northern Cincinnati Foundation. As a result, seed libraries 
and stewards will be established throughout Butler County.  
Once the seed libraries are established, they will serve the 
community for years to come and offer additional opportu-
nities like seed harvesting days. 

	  If you find yourself asking what can be done, remember 
the monarch. The Seed Library and Stewardship initiative 
makes conservation accessible and doable, saves the pol-
linators, improves green spaces, and promotes community 
involvement. Even the smallest flowerbed can blossom 
into a pollinator paradise. If you are interested in donating 
seeds or becoming a steward, please email Teri at 
office@3vct.org. 

Pollinator Paradise

by April Hamlin

mailto:office@3vct.org
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 Meanwhile, Jeff Davis completed a comprehensive 
herpetological survey needed to establish a species base-
line. The Ohio EPA visited the project site three times to 
perform fish and macroinvertebrates surveys. The H2Ohio 
project monitoring team completed an initial soil character-
ization report while the Davey Resource Group personnel 
made several site visits to eradicate invasive species. Fi-
nally, our partners at the Miami Conservancy District con-
tinue the pre-construction stream flow measurements to 
compare with post construction measurements. The visits 
are coordinated with our project management team 

partners, Monica 
Rakovan and Agnes 
Marchlewska, at En-
vironmental Solutions 
AQ, LLC. 

 These restoration projects 
are truly a team effort, and we 
are grateful to have so many 
amazing partners on the team. 
Keep watching for updates. If 
the archaeological survey 
reveals no cultural resources at 
the project site, we expect to 
have equipment on site quickly 
and complete the project on 
schedule at the end of 2023. 

Indian Creek on Hoffman property prior to restoration efforts. 
Note severly eroded stream bank on left side of photo. 

s


Welcome New Board Members
Adam Brown Sr. is a researcher and 
community advocate. He attended 
Wittenberg University in Springfield, 
Ohio, and graduated with a bache-
lor’s degree in biology. He founded 
ClinArk to help small and large life 
science companies with community 
engagement by implementing com-
munity-based participatory research 
approaches to build awareness 
around community health. Adam 
served as a board member at the Trenton Community Im-
provement Corporation and The Conscious Connect Com-
munity Development Corporation (CDC). 

	 Adam is deeply passionate about helping improve com-
munities in ways that will enhance and address the quality of 
life and health outcomes for residents. 

Meg Maloney is the Sustain-
ability Specialist at the City of 
Dayton, and an avid environ-
mentalist! Meg is originally 
from Chicago and moved to 
the Dayton region to complete 
her undergraduate and gradu-
ate degree at the University of 
Dayton. Meg’s research fo-
cused on creating a new 
method to sample stream 

salamanders and the impact of the invasive Callery 
pear on prairie restoration at Five Rivers MetroParks. 

Meg is excited to join the board of 3VCT to contin-
ue her passion of protecting natural areas, increasing 
the biodiversity of the region, and enhancing native 
areas within our region.

OEPA fish survey OEPA fish survey
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Valley Trust News,
the newsletter for members 

of Three Valley 
Conservation Trust,
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5995 Fairfield Road 
P.O. Box 234 Oxford, OH 

45056
513-524-2150

office@3VCT.org
 www.3vct.org

Three Valley Conservation Trust is a member-funded, not-for-profit, charitable organizations certified by the IRS under 
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  Your contribution/donations can be tax deductible.
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Attention 
current 


easement 
holders


Please remember 
that if you plan to 
transfer your proper-
ty title through sale 
or gift, you are re-
quired by your 
easement to notify 
Three Valley 

Conservation Trust 
30 days in advance.  
This insures that new 
owners of the prop-
erty are aware of the 
easement.






Membership - show your commit-
ment to land conservation in SW 
Ohio by becoming a member, re-
newing your membership, or provid-
ing a gift membership. As a Three 
Valley member, you join people 
committed to conserving open land, 
preserving agricultural legacy, clean 
air and water, and habitats.


Donations - provide additional 
support for monitoring and protect-
ing our 215 easements and acquiring new ones. 

To become a member or to 

donate, go to www.3vct.org/donate or call the 3VCT of-
fice at 513-524-2150, ext. 5.


Would you like to help?

Three Valley has always relied on volunteers in many ways, from helping with the auc-
tion and other fundraisers to getting newsletters ready to mail or working on restoration 
at Ruder Preserve. Another way to help is to join one of the ongoing committees. If you 
would like to help in any way, contact the 3VCT office at 513-524-2150 for information.


Outreach and Education - recruits the next generation of 3VCT supporters and edu-
cates current ones, plans and executes fundraising events


Land Protection and Stewardship - evaluates properties proposed for easements


Property Management - makes decisions about activities at Trust-owned properties


Development - determines strategies for developing a financially sustainable organi-
zation through key partnerships and donors


Finance - keeps track of accounts, formulates the budget and informs the board on all 
financial matters


The 3VCT Book Club has completed its first two books of 2023, but has 4
great reads to come. All meetings are bimonthly at 7:00 pm on the 2nd Thursday of 
the month, and are held online.  Lest anyone wonder whether the book club is doing 
any “conservation good”, it is!  While at the guided hike last week, Nadia noted she 
has changed her Springwood yard, removing honeysuckle and and planting a prairie 
envied by many neighbors, because of her association with the book club.  Please join 

us for delightful conversations, usually spurred by the books we read!


The Nutmegs Curse by Amitav Ghosh 
- May 11th. Leader is Ben Mattox.

If Nietzsche Were a Narwhal by Justin Gregg 
- July 13th. Leader is Karl Mattox.

The Tangled Tree by David Quammen 
- Sept. 14th. Leader is Hardy Eshbaugh.

Making Peace with the Earth by Vandana Shiva. 
- Nov. 9. Leader is Marcia Schlichter.

https://www.3vct.org/donate
mailto:office@3VCT.org
http://www.3vct.org


Save the Dates! 3VCT Book Club - see back page (iusttoomanygoodthingsgoing onl) 

Celebrate Fathers' Day with 3VCT's first ever BOURBON TASTING! 

Saturday, June 10th 5 to 8pm Cost $60/person 

If you like good Food, good Stories, good People, good Music, and of course. good Bourbon, join 
Three Valley friends for a fun evening of food and festivities. Hear about each bourbon you will taste, as 

well as the history of bourbon in this area, from Oxford's bourbon aficionados, 

We Need a Head Count ! 

Mike Crowder and Steve Darby! 

The event will start with appetizers and a light 
cocktail, and proceed for about two hours to 
include more substantial snacks and 
desserts, all while tasting and learning about 
the 4 selected bourbons. As Mike Crowder 
says, "Every bourbon has a story!" 

Also enjoy the history of the family-owned 
BARN-N-BUNK FARM MARKET 

3677 Wayne Madison Rd.,Trenton, OH 

Please sign-up on the 3VCT website at: www.3VCT.org or call 3VCT office at 513-524-2150. 

Don't Miss the Last Spring Guided Hike! 
We've lassoed our own extraordinary historian Stephen Gordon, curator of the McGuffy Mu­
seum, into explaining another way Three Valley helps preserve land through the story of the 
Angst Farm. This beautiful property in Wayne Township has become the newest Butler 
County Metropark through their partnership with 3VCT and, thus, the family who farmed it for 
the last century. Date: Thursday, May 25 

Time: 6-8 pm 
Location: Angst Nature Preserve, 4050 Trenton-Oxford Road, 

-­
(a�ltlU 

To support Three Valley and get your own "Hike for Acres" t-shirt, bring along some cash or credit. T-shirts were 
donated, so all proceeds go to support Three Valley. Buy a T-shirt for $35 or get a T-shirt and household member­
ship for $65. Help support your trust with your presence and your wardrobe! 

3VCT Annual Picnic Saturday July 29 11 am -4 pm 

Enjoy fun with the whole family at the 2023 
Three Valley Annual Picnic at Butler County 

Chrlsholm Picnic Shelter 
-·· 

• Metropark's Chrisholm Historic Farmstead.

Petting Zoo 
Historic Home & Barn 

Nature Playscape 
Free Food! 

Rosemont 
Barn 

Nature 
Plays cape 

Other highlights include: 11 am to 1 pm - Music by Judy and Warren Waldren 

Ed cation 

1-2 pm - Tour of Farm w/ Discussion of The Area's History: Jeff Lehman, Chrisholm director

3VCT will provide: Hamburgers and Veggie Burgers on the Grill 
Ice Tea, Lemonade, and Water 

Please Bring a Side Dish or Dessert to Share if you can 

Music by the InkBirds
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